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     In a time of political frenzy and partisan fury, the 
Benedictine Sisters of Elizabeth peacefully followed the 
advice of the fifth-century Rule of Saint Benedict to 
elect their Prioress.  After a 30-day period of special   
prayer to the Holy Spirit, they gathered quietly at the 
monastery for four days in May, discussed community 
needs, assessed the strengths of various members of 
the community who might be called to leadership, and 
then gradually discerned which Sister was being called 
to assume the role of Prioress for the next six years.  
They confirmed this process with an official vote on 
Sunday, May 16th, and Sister Mariette Thérèse Bernier 
was elected the twelfth Prioress of Saint Walburga 
Monastery.  Assisting in the discernment process was  
Sister Kimberly Porter, OSB, of St Walburg Monastery 
in Covington, Kentucky.  Sister Lynn McKenzie, OSB, 
President of the Federation of Saint Scholastica, pre-
sided over the election. 
     Sister Mariette Thérèse was installed as Prioress on 
Saturday, July 3rd, at a Eucharistic celebration attend-
ed by the Sisters and many guests.  Auxiliary Bishop 
Elias Lorenzo, OSB, presided at the concelebrated 
Mass, and Father Jim Worth, pastor of St Joseph’s Par-
ish in Maplewood, NJ, preached the homily.  Cantor 
Sara McCabe and organist Donna Maciorowski Stec 
provided the music, and the various liturgical roles were 
carried out by sisters, oblates, family, and friends.  The  

liturgy was followed by a festive luncheon in Benedic-
tine Center. 
     In his Rule, St Benedict says that the prioress or  
abbot “holds the place of Christ in the monastery.”   For 
this reason, one of the very moving points of the instal-
lation liturgy was the promise of obedience, given first 
verbally by the community to Sister Mariette Thérèse, 
and then individually by each sister in a sign of peace.  
Afterwards, Sister Mariette Thérèse addressed the   
assembly and emphasized that the phrase “All Shall Be 
Well”, which has echoed in many of her conversations 
since her election, is an important one to remember as 
the community moves into its future. 
     Asked about her sentiments on this experience,  
Sister Mariette Thérèse says that “It’s humbling to have 
been chosen to lead this community.  I pray that the 
grace of office, which I already experience, will remind 
me that I am here as a servant and to be an example of 
always being the first to show respect to the other.”   
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From the Desk of the Prioress 
By Sister Mariette Thérèse Bernier, OSB 

 

       Thank you for taking the 
time to read this newsletter or at 
least peruse its contents.  As 
the new Prioress, I am gifted 
with the opportunity to share 
some thoughts or reflections in 
each issue.  Since my installa-
tion, I have been reflecting often 
on the story of Martha and Mary 
as well as St. Benedict’s vision 
of achieving balance.  In chapter 
48 of his Rule, St. Benedict says 
“the brothers should have speci-
fied periods of manual labor as 

well as for prayerful reading.”  He understood that need 
for balance of work and prayer.  As I ponder the story of 
Martha and Mary, I wonder if “the better part” that Mary 
chose was not simply the prayerful part but the balance of 
prayer and work that perhaps Martha wasn’t able to 
achieve.  As I sit in church, I have been reflecting on my 
role as sacristan before   becoming Prioress.  It was defi-
nitely a Martha role involving the work of making sure 
everything was set just right for liturgies.  As Prioress I 
have had to be a little more focused in prayer as I need to 
be attentive to when I give a blessing or begin the Our 
Father at each prayer time.   I see the gift each role offers 
to community and I recognize more the need to balance 
work and prayer in my life.  As the summer draws on, 
may you all find the balance of work, prayer and holy  
leisure in your lives.   

St. Walburga Hosts Benedictine Presidents 
By Sister Ursula Butler,OSB 

      From May 12 through May 14, 2021 St. Walburga 
was privileged to host the biennial Meeting of Benedictine 
Presidents.  The meeting was on May 13 with the other 
days reserved for travel.  Presidents of women’s federa-
tions and men’s congregations attended the meeting.  
      Representatives of women’s communities included 
Sister Lynn McKenzie, Federation of St. Scholastica; Sis-
ter Jeanne Weber, Federation of St. Gertrude and Sister 
Kerry O’Reilly, Federation of St. Benedict.  Men’s commu-
nities were represented by Abbot Vincent Bataille, Swiss 
American Congregation; Abbot John Klassen, American 
Cassinese Congregation and Prior Joel Macul, St. Ottilien 
Congregation. Bishop Elias Lorenzo, OSB, regional bish-
op of Union County and a member of St. Mary’s Abbey, 
Morristown, NJ, past president of the American Cas-
sinese Congregation, also attended the meeting. Cardinal 
Joseph Tobin, Archbishop of Newark attended the morn-
ing session on Thursday.  
      Abbot Vincent Bataille of Marmion Abbey, Illinois, was 
responsible for calling the group together.  He realized 
that St Walburga was a convenient location for travel, but 
he also knew the monastery from his younger days when 
his aunt, Sister Esther Bataille, was a member of the 
community. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We, the Benedictine Sisters of Saint Walburga Monastery, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey, are monastic women who seek God 

in community through Sacred Scripture and the 
Rule of Saint Benedict. 

 

Our fidelity to the monastic way of life is sustained by 
the Eucharist, the Liturgy of the Hours, Lectio Divina, 

and presence to one another. 
 

Through active lives balanced by contemplation, we witness 
to Jesus Christ in community, hospitality, and ministry. 

Events at the Monastery 
 

Weekend / Saturday Retreats 2021-2022    
 

We plan to hold these as in-person events, 
possibly also with virtual attendance. 

     

September 24-26   Finding Faith in Frustration: 
    A Post-Pandemic Reflection 
 

October 22-24  An Invitation: Exploring Approaches to Prayer 
 

November 5-7  The Saints:  They’ve Got You Covered 
 

December 3-5   It’s Time for Hope 
 

Dec 31 – Jan 1   New Year’s Eve Retreat 
 

Jan 28-30   Thomas Merton:  Everybody’s Monk 
 

Feb 25-27   Praying Scripture; Living Scripture 
 

March 11-13   Private or Directed Retreat 
 

March 25-27   Lent:  A Time of Joyful Emptiness 
 

April 14-17   Holy Week Retreat 
 

May 6-8    The Rosary:  Circular Path to the Center 
 

June 5-7    Come Holy Spirit 
 

Some weekend retreats also include a 
Saturday-Only option. 

 

Please see our website www.bensisnj.org  for details 
regarding registration and costs of the various retreats.    

 

You may also email us at center@bensisnj.org 
or call 908-352-4278 extension 205. 

http://www.bensisnj.org
mailto:center@bensisnj.org


 

Leaning into Wisdom 
By Sister Dorothy Huggard,OSB 

 

      “Leaning into Wisdom” is exactly what the               
Pre-Chapter sessions invited the Prioresses and Dele-
gates of 17 monasteries within the Federation of St. 
Scholastica to attend to, or lean towards.  During the   
virtual gathering of over 62 Benedictine Sisters from 
around the country and Mexico, presentations challenged 
them to look toward the future as monastics, trusting that 
“God can turn everything into possibility.”  Breakout    
sessions enabled the delegates to explore further mean-
ing in each presentation. 
      Sister Lynn McKenzie, President of the Federation, 
set the tone for the three day program:  “Let us be willing 
to wait and hope to be transformed in this monastic life” 
while “facing and changing our perspective from fear to 
trust…trust in the work of God.” 
      Listening to and drawing from the wisdom and experi-
ences gained from a year of pandemic, from reflections of 
four previous Presidents of the Federation on how God 
has always been present while calling us to respond to 
the challenges of the times, and from the hopes of the 
youngest members within our Benedictine family as they 
look to the future, served to expand our vision and give us 
hope. 
      Sister Addie Lorraine Walker, SSND, spoke on     
confronting racism and the challenges communities face 
in bringing a change of heart and mind, reminding all that 
“We are ONE people.” 
      An added blessing came to all community members 
as the presentations were able to be viewed by            
non-delegates as well, enabling all members to stretch 
their perspective on being Benedictine.  

Administration Changes 
at St. Walburga Monastery 

By Tiffany McQueary 
 

      The installation of a new Prioress has brought many 
changes to the monastery, changes that will continue to 
make the best use of everyone's gifts. Supporting Sister 
Mariette Thérèse Bernier in her new role as Prioress will be 
a new administration: Sister Marcia Lammerding will serve 
as Subprioress, Sister Roberta McDonald will serve as   
Secretary and Director of Maintenance and Sister Sharon 
McHugh will serve in the new positions of Canonical Treas-
urer and House Coordinator. For now, Sister Marlene     
Milasus will remain in the Business Office as an external 
search begins for a Business Manager to work with the   
Canonical Treasurer, at which point Sister Marlene will   
devote all of her effort as the Director of the Spirituality  
Center. In addition, Sister Marlene and Sister Ursula Butler 
will serve as co-directors of the Oblate program.  Sister 
Rosemary Kenny will be the Vocation Director with Sister 
Dorothy  Huggard as Vocation Support. 
      Sisters Dorothy and Sister Mary Feehan will co-lead the 
coordination of the Ongoing Formation for the Community 
including any spiritual programs they encounter that they 
feel might benefit community members.  Sister Mary has 
also agreed to be the Director of the Monastic Residence 
Program. 
      With all of the changes, it was also decided by the   
community that there was a need for “exploration of commu-
nal ministry.”  Sister Philomena has agreed to lead a     
committee in beginning to address this direction. Sister 
Marita Funke has moved to New Paltz to accompany Sister 
Philomena Fleck who continues her work in the Religious 
Education program. Sister Marita will continue to share her 
gift as a retreat speaker at the monastery and will explore 
opportunities to share her talents in New Paltz as well.    
Sister Mariette Thérèse is grateful to each Sister for accept-
ing these new roles and also appreciates those who       
continue the ministries they've already been doing. 

A Message From the Director of Marketing and Advancement: 
Help Us Build Into the Future 

By Tiffany McQueary 
 

      A year into my time working here at the monastery, I have learned of the effects of the changing times as it impacts 
the Sisters through a decrease in vocations, and through the aging process of long standing buildings that need repair, 
most notably in the Mansion that forwardly sits on North Broad Street. However, even with the changing times, the     

Sisters have not become disenchanted with their commitment to 
the surrounding community.  Just drive right under the archway 
and you will find yourself amongst a community of peace and 
renewal, a community that continues to be a faithful presence to 
all whom they meet. 
      Just as the Benedictine Sisters  have adapted over time  as 
a monastic community, so also are their buildings in need of a 
new transformation; one that will allow them to continue to keep 
their vow of stewardship and, respectfully, use the space on the 
property for the good of all. This will mean extensive renova-
tions and a need for financial support. The new renovations will 
benefit the Sisters as well as programs conducted at the     
monastery such as the Spirituality, Oblate and Monastic      
Residence Programs. 
      This great feat cannot be accomplished without the greater 
Benedictine network and community.  Will you join me in      
supporting the Benedictine Sisters in their response to God’s 
call into the future and send a gift today?  A donation envelope 

is enclosed for your convenience or you can visit www.bensisnj.org/donate. 
      No gift is too small and the Sisters also understand if you are unable to give at this time. However, if you are able to 
give, please do so knowing that your gift is vital to the success of this project.   Please continue to pray for the           
Benedictine Sisters as they continue to pray for you.  

http://www.bensisnj.org/donate
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• Sisters Mariette Thérèse and Dorothy attended a 
virtual conference on “Being Benedictine” during the 
weekend of May 28-30. 

 

• Sisters Mariette Thérèse, Dorothy and Rosemary 
attended a young-adult barbecue hosted by the    
Paterson and Newark dioceses Vocation Directors 
and held at the Dominican Sisters motherhouse in 
Caldwell.   

 

• Sister Dorothy Huggard was recognized for her 
years of ministry in Pastoral Care by the Ulster  
County (NY) Nurses’ Association. 

 

• A team of Sisters worked together to sweep the flow 
of 5 inches of rain water into the basement drain   
during the storm on July 17.  They were later joined 
by the Community’s faithful employee, Esteban   
Garcia. 

Did You Know That… 
 

• Sr. Sharon McHugh, working with the infirmary   
physician, was instrumental in coordinating the effort 
to have every sister vaccinated against COVID-19. 

 

• While maintaining COVID protocols and social      
distancing, the Community still enjoyed special food 
and festivities on St Patrick’s Day and St.          
Benedict’s Day. 

 

• Sr. Diane Marie Kestler prayed the invocation, and 
then co-led the Scholarship Fund for Inner City     
Children walk-a-thon on June 13 with Barbara Dolan, 
Associate Superintendent of Schools, at the South 
Mountain Preserve in West Orange. 

 

• Sr. Edith Bogue, OSB from Sacred Heart           
Monastery, Cullman, Alabama, directed the first   post
-pandemic in-person Community Retreat from June 
20-24.  The retreat topic was “Bringing Forth the 
Old and the New:  Treasures for a Post-Pandemic 
World.” 

 

• Sister Mary Feehan attended the virtual meeting of 
the Conference of American Benedictine Prioresses 
in May. 
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